Related literature
For applications of 1-hydroxybenzotriazole in organic syntheses, see: Kö nig & Geiger (1970) ; Miyazawa et al. (1984) ; Baldini et al. (2008) . For the use of 1-hydroxybenzotriazole in the preparation of coordination compounds, see: Papaefstathiou et al. (2002) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . (König et al., 1970) and especially in racemization-free condensation of aminoacids and peptidic fragments (Miyazawa et al., 1984) . It has also been utilized to form a benzotriazolyl active ester (Baldini et al., 2008) .
Recently 1-hydroxybenzotriazole was used in the preparation of one-dimensional coordination polymers (Papaefstathiou et al., 2002) .
The molecular structure of the title compound is shown in Fig. 1 . The diphenyldiazene fragment of the molecule is not planar (its benzene rings form a dihedral angle of 10.92 (13) °) and adopts an E conformation about the N2═N3 bond.
The benzotriazolyl fragment (tautomer A) is essentially planar with an r.m.s. deviation of 0.010 (2) Å and is almost perpendicularly attached to the benzoate ring. The dihedral angles between mean plane of benzotriazolyl and two benzene rings, C3-C8 & C9-C14, are 88.57 (7) ° and 80.57 (7) °, respectively.
In the crystal structure (Fig. 2) π-π stacking of the similar fragments generates molecular layers parallel to (012) 
The title compound, C 21 H 18 N 6 O 2 , was obtained as a byproduct of a reaction between (E)-4-(4-dimethylaminophenylazo)benzoic acid and 2-amino-4-(2-pyridyl)-6-(6-pyridyl)-1,3,5-triazine, which is hardly soluble, under peptidic coupling condition. The condensation reaction has occurred between 1-hydroxybenzotriazole and (E)-4-(4-dimethylaminophenylazo)benzoic acid.
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms were located in a difference electron density map and refined in a riding model (including free rotation for methyl groups), with U iso (H) = 1.2 (1.5 for methyl groups) times U eq (C). The molecular structure of the title compound. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level.
Computing details

Figure 2
Packing diagram of the title compound viewed along the a-axis. Hydrogen C-H···N bonds are shown as dashed lines.
1H-Benzotriazol-1-yl 4-{(E)-[4-(dimethylamino)phenyl]diazenyl}benzoate
Crystal data 
) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F
2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (
